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WHAT AMERICANS THINK 

SLEUTHS 

Where the Exj 

jert: 

5 Agree — Sometimes— on the JFK Assassination 


Like the public, they don’t 
buy the Warren report 


Bfflty SuttiHdn 

L ast year, an the 20th anniversary of the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy, the 
Washington Post-ABC News poll found 
that most Americans feel the real facta of the 
Kennedy slaying h aw not come to light. 

Four in five, the poll found, believe the as- 
sassination was the result of a conspiracy and 
not the work of a kme gunman. Only 6 in 10 
feel that a shot fined by Lee Harvey Oswald 
killed the president. 

Both findings showed massive public dis- 
belief in the work of the Warren Commtaaka, 
which concluded that there was no conspiracy 
and that Oswald, acting as a lone gunman, 
fired the fatal shaL 

One of the people to read the Post's ac- 
count of that poll was Bernard Fen&tetwald 
Jr.. a Washington attorney who has been ac- 
tive in investigations of that assassination and 
the 1968 slayings of Robert Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King Jr. For a number of 
years. Fenaterwald served as the lawyer for 
James Eari JEay, who was convicted of mur- 
dering Dr. King. 

Fensterwald decided to see how expert 
opinion would compare with the polls" find- 
ings,. He formulated 27 multiple choke ques- 
tions and sent them to members and staff of 
the Warren Commisaton, to members and 
staff of the House Select Committee on As- 
sassinations, which in 1977 held an inquiry 
into the JFK and King MMtnruHnrw [ and to 
authors of books and magazine articles m the 
Kennedy assassination. 

Fifty people responded, most of them 
scholars of the assassination. One result, 
therefore, was predictable: Lie the general 
public, the experts have strongly challenged 
the Warren Commission report. 

But the survey serves another, most umsac- 
ai purpose. By patting many of the most com- 
mon assassination questions to a select group 
<d experts, Fensterwald is able to find arena of 
consensus, nor consensus and disagreement 
on what led up to the events of Nov. 22, 
1963, among people who have devoted raM* 
of their lives to studying the matter. 


RF ere are some of those fadings, with 
BV comparisons between the Warren Com- 
mU mission and the 50 experts, as reported 
by Fensterwald: 

*« JR( WUd m tin j*M» of a m nuan qi? 

Wmn«t Co mmurta m No. He was tailed by 
Oswald, acting alone. 

Expert* Thirty-eight of the 50, or 76 per- 
cent, say there was a OMuqnnKy. There is 
disagreement over whether Oswald was any- 
thing more than a patsy in the conspiracy 

How many short wwv fouii? 

Warren Cb—Ww Three shots. 

BqHrtit Four shots were fired, 22 say; 
more than four shuts, 16 say. 


Did tit* mm vhm hfe both Piwidmu tie*- 
nody raid Gn John ConneBy, wfa ri- 
ding ra* Ml* jump Ksaf? 

W w w rimiiiiiWMii Yes, a single shot hit 
both. 



nihmliml Kmurif dwifi n the wf of hii ear aft* bnmg del) A fast Kowniy and a £m# Savin agant ea» to his odd. 


Espsrtfc Thirty^even of the 50 disagree. 
Haw many gunman wwt inaslas ilt 

Wraw QmwTrwHraro One, Oswald. 

Espmfsi Twenty say two, 18 say more than 
two. 


Eip rai w Sue beheve the CIA was involved in 
the crime; 29 believe it wan involved in a 
coverup. 

fficq ~<fepidcjvt cksncsnei" of tha GA or 
^wmra oganH iflwhsd? 


Waa than nrnrm than raw ~Q*ra«aT" 
Warai CwninWufc No, 0a one imperson- 
ated Oswald. 

Expvrtn Thirty-two of the 50 say there was 
a 'second Oswald.' 


Export* Twenty^three say they were in- 
volved in both the crime and the coverup, five 
others say they were involved in the assas- 
sination only, and three say they were in- 
volved in a co vemp. 


Was CmwU a qanum Menial? 

Wravm C rawm iwipw i Yea, 

Exports i Divided. Twenty-six say Oswald 
only pretended to be a Marxist 

Warn OAn bwahrad In ih> 

Wcnwi CniMihwin Nft. 

&pwtn Thirty-eight of the 50 agree with 
the Warren Commission. 

W— wil l C ^i Cuhraw liwb W t 
Wcartm f*DinmTiiTani No. 
lap ert s. Nineteen say anti^Castro Cubans 
were involved in the rewMdnatian and a sub- 
sequent coverup; eight others say such people 
were involved in the assassination only, and 
one says they were in on a coverup but not 
the XMMBPitWL Nine say mma was involved 
ic any way, and 15 had no opinion in tins area. 


Wax tits FBI unrobed In the oxn* sv 
wmvp? 

Wravrai Cmmmtdpm No. 

Euprate Forty of the 50 believe it was in- 
volved in a coverup. Four believe it was' in- 
volved in the assassination. 


When Jra* HUd OmU, woa ha *o- 
i m dhm or es prat of a aw wip? 

Wsphi Gmiriaian Acting alone. 5 
fepvrtfc Thirty-nine say be was acting as 
part of a conspiracy. 



amf/or paid. 


= Patriotism and grief. 
Thirty-five say he was ordered 


1 U .1 I .1 . j rin.M. knm pa 


DU Oswald Die a rifk on Mov. 22, 1965? 

Wavran Cosiwsraikei: Yes, tiding Kennedy 
and wounding Carnally. 

Experts Twenty-eight say he did not fire 3 
rifle; 11 say he fired at Kennedy; three say he 
fired, but not at Kennedy; the other eight say 
they do not know. 

How wU r wiMM baan mundarad snoa 1965 
baosuaa -of lotowfodpo of tha anna mpvtad to 
tham? 

Wraran Co m mm i o n. Implied no in its 1964 
report; inapplicable since then. 

Expand Twenty-nine say yes, six say no, 15 
say they do nut know. 

m ■ r- l, . , , p , .k - J ■ »8 - J -■ 

mD ™ ffwra unuiiim di m qvinivHinni 

Wraran Oxnmnfanr Neither. 

Btpmrm Five say it was involved in the 
crime, another five say it wsa involved in the 
coverup, 20 say it waa involved in both, 11 
say it was involved in neither, and 3 say they 
do not know. 

Fensterwald holds that these views repre- 
sent the conclusions of scholars who have had 
a great deal more time for research than the 
Warren Commission did.. He also says such 
research may never cod. noting that people to 
this day are looking into the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln. El 


Ww ftta OA at rai agawslni nnlnd in 
the alm a or e i a w w p? 

Wvnn G j anr uPM ran No. 


flffert to caws? up focus of tho oKssaiwJiera? 1 1 1 1 

UtfatHn C ra i «ehMra E Inapplicable. Bory Suumen b dhoctar of poffing for Tha 

&potii Forty-qoe of^ SOpy yo. ■ Washington PcsB. 
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